Study Guide to Judith Butler’s Notes Toward a Performative Theory of Assembly 
     It’s a good idea to read the Introduction carefully.
     Here are some questions to consider:
I. “Gender Politics and the Right to Appear” pp. 24-65
1. What does Butler mean by precarity or precaritization? pp. 33 (See pp.15)
2.  A performative is an utterance that brings about some state of affairs into the world. E.g. The judge says “I pronounce you man and wife”. His statement
brings it about that this man and woman are married.  pp. 27-28 
What does she mean when she says that “bodies become performative”? pp. 29
3. What is the significance of the mass demonstrations according to Butler?         Why does she claim that it is misleading to at say that she is only insisting the marginalized and disenfranchised people should be included into the human community?41-42
4. How does Butler mean when she say that Arendt gives us the means to understand how the assembly can establish “the space of appearance”? How can bodily action signify freedom and equality? pp. 48
5. Butler mentions Arendt’s concern for people who have rights without rights, i.e. the stateless who “have the right to have rights” and Butler interprets this as a kind of “performative exercise”. How does Butler’s example of the undocumented Mexican workers illustrate her point?  pp.49 And what does this mean for her concept of the “right to appear”? 
6. And yet, Butler’s claim that one can “lay claim to rights when one has none” seems paradoxical. If one doesn’t have rights, how can one claim them?       Butler defends this idea with the example of the squatters movements in Buenos Aries. What does she mean? pp.58  
7. How does performativity link with precarity? pp. 58 

II. “Bodies of Alliance and Bodies of the Street” pp.66-98/ Read carefully, pp 66-69
1. What is the aim of the public exercise of gender or the rights to gender? pp. 66-67
2. The rights that these groups claim are different: rights to gender, rights to housing or rights to employment. How are these rights linked equality according to Butler? pp. 67
3. How does Butler connect equality with precarity? pp.69
4. How does Butler suggest we rethink the idea of action? pp. 72
5. How does Butler describe what brings these public demonstrations together? pp.74 How do they represent an opportunity to create new public spaces and a space of politics? pp. 75 How is this dangerous? 
6. See Butler’s discussion of “having a right to a right” pp. 80-83 
7. Butler claims that this right to a right is not codified anywhere. It has it source in    “ the persistence of the body against the forces that seek its debilitation or eradication”. pp. 83 What does she mean?
8. See 88-90. How does “the simple act of sleeping” in Tahrir Square “count of as action’? What is its significance according to Butler? pp. 90
9. What role does the global and private media play in creating public sphere?       pp. 93-94

III.  “We the people” Thoughts on Freedom of Assembly” pp. 154-192
1. How does Butler answer the question “How would we understand public assembly as a political enactment that is distinct from speech”? pp. 155
2. Butler claims that an assembly itself is “speaking” before it speaks. What does she mean? pp. 156 How can this represent the popular will according to Butler? But, couldn’t we say that one group assembling only represents part of the popular will?
3. What does she mean by freedom of assembly? If it doesn’t have its basis in the laws of nation states or natural law, what is the basis this right of assembly? pp.157-160, See especially, pp. 160 
4. What does she understand as “the people” in “We the people”? pp. 160 
5. What is popular sovereignty according to Butler? What is its relation to freedom of assembly?  pp. 161/ 171-172
6. What is the problem of state sovereignty and popular sovereignty? pp.163/170
7. Why can’t “the people” be a unity? Why might this be a problem for Butler? pp.166-167
8. How does the assembly make a claim to equality? pp181-182
9. Why does Butler believe that the assemblies that she speaks of can only succeed if they act nonviolently? pp.187-192
